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ANTELOPE VALLEY COLLEGE

The Course Syllabus

Summer Session  2008
Course Subject and Number:         History  114
Instructor:  Christopher Lash                     B.A.  History   UCLA    1991

                                                                                        M.A.  History   CSUN    1994       

Course Name: California History

Course Units: 3

Course Hours: 3

Office Hours: T and thurs.  1pm to 3 pm and by appointment

E-mail:   professorlash@yahoo.com 
Instructors Personal Website:    cclash.pbwiki.com
Required Textbook:  Rawls, James. California an Interpretive History.   Ninth Edition. New York: McGraw Hill, 2008. ISBN: 9780073313269    (earlier editions may work please see me)
****Really helpful study material available at the publishers website:  
http://www.mhhe.com/rawls9
 There is also a very helpful optional video series “California’s Gold”
 Other helpful websites:              http://www.ca.gov/About/History/PhotosFilm.html                                      

                                                    http://californiahistoricalsociety.org/

Classroom:  LS1 110   
Reasonable Accommodation: "Antelope Valley College prohibits discrimination and harassment based on sex, gender, race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, cancer-related medical condition or genetic predisposition.  Upon request, we will consider reasonable accommodation to permit individuals with protected disabilities to (a) complete the employment or admission process, (b) 

perform essential job functions, (c) enjoy benefits and privileges of similarly-situated individuals without disabilities, and (d) participate in instruction, programs, services, activities or events."

If you have a legally protected disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or California discrimination law, and you believe you need reasonable accommodation to participate fully in this class, please make an appointment to see me during my office hours to discuss your need.
Instructor’s Academic Mini- Bio

Mr. Lash holds a BA in History from UCLA.  The focus of this degree was the effects of the Protestant Reformation on American history.  He also holds an MA in History from CSUN.  The focus of this degree was the misapplication of Christology to the person of the “Fuhrer”. He has taught at the university level for 13 years. On any weekend he can be found teaching U S history for Instructional Television. He and his lovely, understanding wife Linda are expecting their first child in April. He was also a History Area Department Chair for the University of Phoenix .(as well as an all around nice person,   really)  

Course Requisites: Advisory: Eligibility for College Level Reading and ENGL 101.

Course Description: A study of the social, political, and economic evolution of California from the discovery period to the present, covering the exploration and early settlement of

Alta California of the Native American, Spanish, Mexican, and Anglo-American

periods. The governments, customs, habits and influences of the various

peoples who occupied California are stressed. California’s Constitutional

history together with local history is also discussed. (CSU, UC, AVC)
Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course, the successful student will be able to:

 1. Identify major individuals from this historical period.

 2. Appraise significant events from this historical period.

 3. Recognize key problems relating to this historical period.

 4. Compare and contrast major historical events and problems in terms of background, 
     substance, and impact.

 5. Evaluate and assess the repetitive cycles of history.

 6. Write a well researched paper in MLA or APA format with the appropriate instructor   

     guidance.

To All My Students:   Welcome aboard the “history bus”!  This syllabus is our contract. An error or alteration in one part of it does not void the entire syllabus.  By enrolling in or auditing this class, you are agreeing to this contract. I agree that the assignments, grading system, and all course rules will remain in force throughout the session.  You agree that you will come to class, prepare your assignments, keep an objective, open mind, follow all class rules, and take responsibility for making your best effort possible.  Please be aware that in a college level history class we often handle sensitive, controversial, and religious themes.  This is necessary in order to have an academically honest discussion, and is not intended in a manner to force you to alter your viewpoints.  History is subject to interpretation, and disagreements are the natural result of having personal opinions and the essential critical thinking process. My lectures, assignments, and extra credit assignments regardless of how they are perceived, are not intended to constitute an offense and will not be taken as offensive.   Understanding and mutual respect are vital to the search for truth in the study of history.  The views and opinions expressed by the authors in the required text or any of the affiliated web sites are for instructional purposes only, and are not always shared by me.  I realize there is a fine line between being “educated” and being “indoctrinated”. It is my intention to educate you by giving you many differing interpretations of U.S. history and allowing you to arrive at your own conclusions.  In order to accomplish this, I believe we must examine a broad field of information.  Through your enrollment in this class, you are agreeing to the aforementioned.
Attendance: Attendance is taken each session in accordance with college policies.  Students will be dropped from the course after missing two class sessions at the instructor’s discretion.  Students are responsible for properly adding and dropping their classes on time.  Please note that falsifying the roll sheet constitutes academic dishonesty.  Your success in college level work is improved by regular attendance.

Late and Missing work policy: It is imperative that students turn in all work on time.  No make up assignments will be given.  No late assignments, or assignments via e-mail will be accepted.  An assignment  is “late” if it is not turned in by the end of the class session in which it is due. Should the instructor alter these rules at his own discretion, the following will be the policy: late assignments will be deducted fifteen percent ; and make-up assignments will reflect the instructor’s choice of related material.  It is the student’s responsibility to ensure all assignments are turned in on time.  The delay or failure of email and or telephone messages does not release the student’s responsibility for the assignments. This course is not graded on a curve. 

Class Rules: Success in any area of study requires attention and concentration.  Please be considerate of the instructor and your fellow classmates.  Please note that the following rules apply to all students in this class, and will be fairly and uniformly enforced.  Students are expected to conform to the Student Code of Conduct at Antelope Valley College.
 * No electronic devices ie IPODS, cell phones, etc. are allowed during testing
 * Please inform the instructor if you intend to leave early or arrive late. It is disruptive for people
      to suddenly come in or go out.

 *Do not talk or socialize during the lecture.  It is distracting to those trying to concentrate.

 *Do not pack your things before the end of the class session.  This too is distracting.

 *Please turn off all pagers, cell phones, and all other personal communication and electronic 
     devices.

 *Do not read irrelevant materials in the class or do work for other classes during the lecture.

 *Do not chew gum or tobacco, hit, or spit in class.

 *Do not bring children to the class or others not enrolled in the class without the instructor’s
     permission.
 *Do not verbally or physically harass the instructor.

 *Audio and or video taping of the class is a violation of Cal. Ed. Code and will not be allowed.
The class rules apply to all students, even those who refuse to follow them.  Students who persist in a disruptive and rude manner will be asked to leave and escorted by law enforcement if necessary.  Such a student will not return to class for two class sessions and only after instructor approval. The student must also explain their actions to the Division Dean
PLAGIARISM:   
It is plagiarism to go to the Internet, find an article, copy it to the clipboard and then drop it into your word processor.  Listing the article as a reference on the last page will not cover you.  This is plagiarism. 
There are a few things that you can do that will help you to avoid charged with academic dishonesty.  Carefully refer to the MLA MANUAL.   It has an excellent explanation of plagiarism.    Secondly, note the following:  

1. Anytime that you use the words or ideas of another person without giving credit,
           it is considered plagiarism, WHETHER YOUR ACTIONS ARE INTENTIONAL OR NOT!

2. Differences between direct and indirect quotes:

A. Direct Quotes: Includes the exact wording from the source.

B. Indirect Quotes: Summarizes or paraphrases the content from         the source.

3. Punctuation requirements:  ALL word-for-word quotations MUST be placed in quotation marks. 

4. Exception to the rule:  Common Knowledge – if the same information can be found in three or more sources and those sources do not cite an earlier source, the information is considered common knowledge.  Also, commonly known facts (e.g., Washington, D.C. is the capital of the U.S.) do not need a citation, even if you had to look them up. 

5. When in doubt, CITE.:)((((
The instructor may routinely use a plagiarism scanning process for work submitted for grading.  If plagiarism exists in any written work, that paper or activity will receive ZERO points and further academic penalties will be pursued.             Please do not plagiarize.     
WRITTEN WORK:
All papers are to be typed, spell‑checked and grammar checked, well written with a logical flow of thought. Submit double‑spaced and prepared in the MLA , or APA format. Papers should be in 10-pitch font, using Arial.  Indent paragraphs five spaces to indicate a new paragraph.  Please include a title page in MLA format on all papers so that the instructor can identify the student, assignment, course number, and workshop number.  Although numbered, the title page does not count toward the required number of content pages.

Please staple your papers together in the upper left hand corner.  Do not put them into a folder, binder, or plastic cover.  

PARTICIPATION:
Participation in all class sessions is required.  An absence for whatever reason will result in the complete loss of the participation points for participation that night.  If a student is absent, he/she does not gain the benefit of class involvement and is not contributing to the learning of other students in the class. Tardiness (1 minute after the start of class) will result in the total loss of participation points for that class session at the discretion of the instructor. Early departure will also result in total loss of participation points.
PARTICIPATION GRADING CRITERIA:



Participation grading is based upon student completion of in class “Key Lecture Points” sheets for their lecture notes, individual contributions to class discussions, in class pop quizzes, video questions, and projects.  The classroom should be considered a laboratory in which a student can test their ability to convince their peers of the correctness of their approach.  
Some of the characteristics of effective class participation are: 

1. Are the points that are made relevant to the discussion in terms of increasing everyone's understanding, or are they merely regurgitation of case facts?

2. Do your comments take into consideration the ideas offered by others earlier in the class, or are the points isolated and disjointed?  The best contributions following the lead off tend to be those, which reflect, not only excellent preparation, but good listening, and interpretative and integrative skills as well.

3.
Do your comments show evidence of a thorough reading and analysis of the case?

4.
Does the participant distinguish among different kinds of data; that is, facts, opinions, assumptions, and inferences?

5.
Is there a willingness to test new ideas or are all comments cautions/"safe"?

6.
Is the participant willing to interact with other class members by asking questions or challenging conclusions?

7.          Students are encouraged to bring in relevant materials such as programs from the History Channel, historical videos, and other related documents for peer review.
Outstanding Contributor:  Contributions in class reflect thorough preparation.  Ideas offered are usually substantive, provide one or more major insights, as well as, direction for the class.  Arguments, when offered, are well substantiated and persuasively presented.  If this person were not a member of the class, the quality of the discussions would be diminished significantly.

Good Contributor:  Contributions in class reflect thorough preparation.  Ideas offered are usually substantive, provide good insights and sometimes direction for the class discussion.  Arguments, when presented, are, generally, well substantiated and are often persuasive.  If this person were not a member of the class, the quality of the discussion would be diminished considerably.

Adequate Contributor:  Contributions in class reflect satisfactory preparation.  Ideas offered are sometimes substantive, provide generally useful insights, but seldom offer a major new direction for the discussion.  Arguments are sometimes presented, and are fairly well substantiated and sometimes persuasive.  If this person were not a member of the class, the quality of the discussions would be diminished somewhat. 

Non-participant:  This person has said little or nothing in this workshop or class.  Hence, there is no adequate basis for evaluation.  If this person were not a member of the class, the quality of the discussions would not be changed.  

Unsatisfactory Contributor:  Contribution in class reflects inadequate or non-existent preparation.  Ideas offered are seldom substantive; provide few, if any, insights; and rarely provide a constructive direction for the class discussion.  Integrative comments and effective arguments are completely absent.  Class contributions are, at best, “time fillers” efforts to make isolated, obvious, or confusing points.  If this person were not a member of the class, valuable class time would be saved. 

Examples of things that cause one not to earn the full amount of participation points:

Doing homework in class

Not reading assigned material

Being angrily disruptive
Arriving late, leaving early

Cell phone/pagers going off during class
Extra Credit: Extra Credit will be given out for recent proof of having seen a career/transfer counselor (ie a signed transfer planning sheet) at the AVC Career/Transfer Resource Center (SSV101  phone 722-6343). Other extra credit will be given out during the duration of the course, please ask. All extra credit is due the last day of class.
Academic Honesty

Academic honesty is highly valued at Antelope Valley College You must always submit work that represents your original words or ideas. If any words or ideas used in a class posting or assignment submission do not represent your original words or ideas, you must cite all relevant sources and make clear the extent to which such sources were used. Words or ideas that require citation include, but are not limited to, all hard copy or electronic publications, whether copyrighted or not, and all verbal or visual communication when the content of such communication clearly originates from an identifiable source. Please see the Student Code of Conduct  for more information about academic honesty, including consequences of academic dishonesty

         A)  Violation of the Academic Honesty Policy: Dishonesty, including but not limited to, cheating or plagiarism.  Plagiarism-from the Latin to “kidnap”- involves using another’s work without giving proper credit, whether done accidentally or on purpose.  This includes not only words and ideas, but also graphs, artwork, music, maps, statistics, diagrams, scientific data, software, films, videos, DVD’s and the like.  Students are always responsible for any plagiarism in their work.

        B)   An instructor who determines that a student has cheated or plagiarized has the right to give an “F” grade for the assignment or examination.  In addition, the student will be referred to the Division Dean for disciplinary action which can include dismissal from the school.
POINT VALUES FOR THE COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

Assignments:                              Tentative  Date                             Total Point Value

Fun In Class Participation         10points each week                          80  points     

2 Fun Assessments           July 10,  Aug 7, 2008                        100  points

Super Fun Term Paper              July 31, 2008                              70  points

Fun Total Possible Points                                                       250 Points




CRITERIA AND GUIDELINES 

	Letter Grade
	Criteria
	Numeric Range

	  A
	Far exceeds the standard for all required work
	300-270 

	  
	
	

	   B
	Exceeds the standard for all required work
	                269-239

	
	
	

	  
	
	

	   C
	Met the standard for all required work
	238-208

	
	
	

	  
	
	

	    D
	Did not meet the standard for all required work
	207-177

	
	
	

	   
	
	

	 F
	Did not meet the standard all required work. Must retake the course
	< 176


	WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

	Item
	Description
	Percents

	1
	Content and Conceptualization
	60%

	2
	Logical organization of thoughts, ideas and structure
	20%

	3
	Spelling, Grammar, MLA format, etc.
	20%

	
	Total
	100%


BASIC GUIDELINES FOR THE TERM PAPER:
The paper will be a 1750 words of actual text .  The title page, bibliography and any endnotes, etc. will be considered extra.    Papers must be submitted to www.turnitin.com by 12 pm the last day of class. The class ID # is: 1579366 and the Password is givemeana. Handwritten papers will not be accepted.  Papers will not be accepted if they are not submitted to turnitin.  Papers will be double spaced, 10 font Arial, word processed, MLA or APA style.  You will be required to use a minimum of 5 sources.  One of these may be the textbook and you may use internet sources.   Turning in someone else’s work as your own is plagiarism and will receive a ZERO.   Further requirements for the paper will be discussed in class.  Do not submit a rough draft to turnitin.  You may submit a rough draft to the instructor for comments providing that enough time is allowed for proper editorial response.  The papers are due to turnitin.com  by 6pm July 31, 2008 regardless of excuse. The paper worth 70 points will be graded according to the aforementioned criteria.
The topic of your term paper is: In 1750 words, travel to a place of California historical interest, and report about it. Your report must include a photo of yourself at the place. In two separate sections, you must answer these two basic questions: What makes this place  significant in human history?  What have you learned from your journey?
The AVC Writing Center, located in the Learning Center (east side of campus, NW corner of the

building), provides free services to help you improve your writing.  These include one hour of tutoring per week, workshops, small group sessions, handouts, instructional videos and model papers for viewing, as well as computer software and online materials. The Web site has many features such as contact information, hours of operation, helpful links, etc.  Go to www.avc.edu and click Student Services, Learning Center, and Writing Center or telephone (661) 722-6300, ext. 6228 for more information. 
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TENTATIVE  LECTURE SCHEDULE:
A complete set of lecture notes (which follow the textbook) with Student Learning Outcomes can be found on my personal website: cclash.pbwiki.com. Assessments are not cumulative and will be based upon the information found the textbook–highlighted by the “Key Lecture Points” sheet given for your test notes in class.
	WEEK 1 Chapter 1: Introduction: Geography and History 
              Chapter 2: The Original Californians 
              Chapter 3: Discovery, Exploration, and Founding 
              Chapter 4: Outposts of a Dying Empire 
WEEK 2  Chapter 5: A Marginal Province of a Troubled Republic 
               Chapter 6: American Infiltration: Traders, Trappers, and Settlers 
Part Two: The Rush for Riches 
               Chapter 7: The American Conquest 
               Chapter 8: The Gold Rush and Economic Development 
WEEK 3   Chapter 9 :A New State and Frontier Politics 
               Chapter 10: Crime and Punishment 
               Chapter 11: Racial Oppression and Economic Conflict 
               Chapter 12: Culture and Anarchy 
Part Three: The Railroad Era 
 WEEK 4  Chapter 13: Building the Central Pacific Railroad 
                Chapter 14: The “Terrible Seventies” 
                Chapter 15: Political Turmoil and a New Constitution 
                Chapter 16: Economic Growth 
                Chapter 17: Culture and Oligarchy 
                Chapter 18: Politics in the Era of Railroad Domination 
                                                                                           ASSESSMENT #1 July 10, 2008 
WEEK 5   Chapter 19: Labor and Capital 
               Chapter 20: The Roots of Reform 
               Chapter 21: The Republican Progressives in Power 
               Chapter 22: The Triumph of Conservatism 
               Chapter 23: New Industries for Southern California 
               Chapter 24: Controversies over Land and Water 
WEEK 6    Chapter 25: The Great Depression 
  Part Five: The State and the Nation 
                 Chapter 26: Cultural Trends 
                 Chapter 27: Wartime Growth and Problems 
                 Chapter 28: Politics California Style 
                 Chapter 29: Industrialized Agriculture and Disorganized Labor 
                 Chapter 30: Diversity and Conflict                         
WEEK 7   Part Six: The Challenge of California 
                Chapter 31: A Season of Discontent 
                Chapter 32: Contemporary California Culture 
      Termpapers are due July 31st   to www.turnitin.com 

                 Chapter 33: Recent California Politics 
WEEK 8    Chapter 34: The Environment and Energy 
                 Chapter 35: An Advanced Industrial Economy 
                 Chapter 36: Contemporary California Society 
                                                                                         ASSESSMENT # 2    Aug 7, 2008
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